there was colour prejudice indirectly. But the process by which this
class distinction becomes caste was never followed in Brazil.
In India^ the conquering race insured its economic dominance
by drawing irrefractible parallel lines between race and occupation,
In the United States, the lines are even sharper and more terrible
than caste; the whites literally segregate the economically inferior
race into an inferior nation. The Negro in our country may rise in
economic status; he may become a millionaire merchant, a success-
ful lawyer or musician, but he is always the Negro; his advance is
always within the Negro pale. Brazil has few rich Negroes; the
whole economic level is far lower; yet the Negro advances not as a
Negro but as a Brazilian. His promotion in economic and intellec-
tual power at once lifts him into the social class of his new status.
If he is a good physician3 charging high fees, his patients will be
largely of the white and light-skinned groups, since these have the
most money; his wife will probably be of the same group to which
belong the majority of the intellectuals whom his tastes attract.
The consequences of this interfusion in Brazil are immense.
There is real integration; there is constant eugenic selection by
standards of spiritual, intellectual and emotional values, rather than
colour. These values in ail the racial groups immediately flow into
the life blood of the entire nation. Every ethnic part freely partakes
of and nourishes the whole. The immediate visible result is a relaxed
and flowing people, probably the least neurotic in .the world. The
future effects, in national life, are incalculably potent.
Racial democracy, in which Brazil is a world leader, must be at
the roots of a true social and economic order. It must be at the roots
of a democratic culture. Its absence is the immediate cause of the
rachitic culture of our own South. Racial democracy in a country
of many bloods is circulation of the blood. Little gain for the
specific organs and senses of a body to co-ordinate, if this primary
life-flow is blocked. The development of the higher centres in such
an impeded organism will result in defonnative pressures, and in
degeneration. Signs of this pathology are already dangerously
common in the United States.
In other words, the slow, crude, seemingly blind growth of Brazil
has been healthy. This does not mean it has advanced as far as it
should.
In political, economic, and intellectual life, Brazil is undeveloped,
because it has not yet been forced to apply its democratic intuition
into these fields. It tolerates living levels (as in the Mucambos of
Recife) which are obscene in a rich land. A chart of the share in
Brazil's wealth enjoyed by the masses shows it to be an immense
inverted pyramid, with all the instability of such a structure.
Brazil lacks, has always lacked, interest or competence in govern-
ment by the people; and has thrived best, like a social infant, under
benevolent paternalism. With far too little worry, it has permitted